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The 1960s



Clothes for all the family, 1961
This photograph advertises a new store opening in Derby. The son 
wear shorts, while both mum and daughter wear woollen pleated 
check skirts. Adverts like this showed the range of clothing that 
could be bought at M&S.



Hairdressers for staff, 1961
Staff at M&S in the 1960s could get their hair done in their lunch 
break! Most stores had an in-house hair salon where staff could go 
for a perm, bob or beehive. This photograph shows one lady 
having her hair washed, while the other two wait patiently under 
dryers – one of them is eating her lunch!



School Uniform, 1961
We started selling clothes for school in the 1920s, as well as 
school satchels and exercise books. By the 1960s we were 
selling knitwear in school colours, school shoes and 
gabardine raincoats.



Skirt Suits, 1963 and 1967
As more women were going into office jobs, M&S began selling 
smart workwear including woollen skirt suits and tailored 
jackets. For some customers, formal gloves were still popular at 
the start of the 1960s.



Savoury Snacks, 1963
The next two photographs both show crisps – a very 
popular product in the 1960s. The potato sticks 
above cost 9d a packet. 



Savoury Snacks, 1963
The crisps in this picture were available in plain or 
cheese and onion. In 1963 you could also buy salted 
peanuts for 10d a packet, or cashews for 1s 3d.



Leaflet for Bri-Nylon, 1964
Fabrics such as Terylene, Courtelle and Bri-Nylon were used to 
create drip-dry, minimum-iron, easy-care garments that were 
hardwearing yet fashionable. By 1964 more than half of M&S 
textiles sales were garments made from synthetic fabrics. 



Tinned beef, 1960s
Brisket of beef is a cheaper cut of meat that needs to be 
cooked for a long time. This label comes from a tin of 
pressed brisket which would be turned out and sliced for 
sandwiches and salads. M&S has sold food since the very 
early days and we first sold canned food in the 1920s.



St Michael food, 1963
This advert shows the type of food that could be purchased 
at M&S in 1963. Sweet treats have always been popular –
this advert shows rich tea biscuits, Swiss roll, syrup sponge 
pudding, chocolate wafers, all butter fruit cake and ‘Orchid 
Assortment’ chocolates.



Clothing advert, 1965
In this advert for men’s and women’s clothing, the 
models stand next to a Bedford Dormobile camper. 
Frank wears trousers and a shirt made from Terylene and 
cotton – his trousers cost 69’11. 



Girdles and Corselettes, 1966
Matching bras and girdles were introduced in 1965 – they were 
available in floral prints, bright colours and checks. This drawing 
shows suspender belts, girdles, panty girdles and corselettes, all 
with suspender clips to hold up the wearer’s stockings.



Terylene shirts, 1967
This photograph shows a knitted, square-ended tie, very 
popular in the 1960s. Both men wear Terylene trousers, the 
model in the background wears a nylon sports shirt, available 
in collar sizes 14½ to 17.



Men’s Knitwear, 1966
These men wear Terylene trousers and Botany Wool 
cardigans. Their narrow leg trousers and black leather 
boots are typical of this date. It looks like these models 
have lost their way!



Courtelle dresses, 1967
Courtelle was a synthetic fabric that resembled wool. These 
models have typically 1960s style hair and make-up – lots of 
hair spray and eye liner!



Womenswear, 1969 and 1968
The bottom photo shows the Junior Miss range. The 1950s saw 
the birth of the teenager – young people had more disposable 
income and so we started to produce ranges aimed at teenagers 
and people in their early twenties. 



Womenswear, 1969
Tunics and flared trousers became popular in the late 1960s. 
These models are photographed next to the Princess Margaret, 
at the time the world’s largest hovercraft, it took passengers 
from Dover to Boulogne. 



Menswear, 1969
These men model their M&S outfits on the golf course. The 
button-up knitted shirt on the right, paired with needlecord 
trousers, is a typical late 1960s look.
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