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Sheet music, c1915

Sheet music was a best-seller at M&S in the early 20th century, 
at a time when a family sing-song around the piano was a 
popular form of entertainment. As well as Christmas carols, 
customers could buy music for folk songs, hymns and national 
anthems. This booklet includes ‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’ 
and ‘Good King Wenceslas’. 

• Have you ever been carolling?

• What’s your favourite Christmas carol or celebration song?
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The Marks and Spencer Magazine, 1932

This was the front cover for a customer magazine in 1932, the 
image shows a family making their way through the snow with a 
parcel wrapped in string and a bunch of holly.

• Where do you think they were walking from, or to? 

• Have you ever had snow at Christmas? 

• Do you enjoy wrapping presents, or is it a job you’d rather 
not do? 
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Christmas decoration advert, 1909

This advert was printed in an issue of the ‘Grand Annual’, an M&S 
magazine for customers featuring stories, letters, features and 
adverts. Customers could buy a box of Christmas decorations 
for five shillings, which M&S would then post out. 

• What are your favourite Christmas decorations? 

• Do you prefer a real tree or an artificial one?
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Advert for toys, 1932

This advert for children’s toys comes from a 1932 customer 
magazine. M&S sold lots of different toys, including magic sets 
and kits to help children dress up as an actor! This advert shows 
the prices, ranging from 2s 6d for a table tennis set to 5s for a 
chemistry set.

• What was your favourite toy when you were younger?

• Did you ever have a chemistry set? Or a magic set?
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Airmail Christmas card, 1944

During the Second World War, the M&S Personnel Department 
kept in touch with all members of staff, wherever they were 
stationed around the world. Many of the men and women 
serving overseas sent Christmas cards back to Head Office. This 
card from Lt Myers is marked with the initials of the South East 
Asia Command. 

• Do you send Christmas cards?

• How do you think Lt Myers felt when he was writing this 
card?
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Victory Christmas Dinner menu, 1945

This menu was printed for a special dinner for staff at Blackpool 
M&S. The war had been over for two months, so Christmas 1945 
must have felt very different to previous years. Although there 
were still many restrictions on food, colleagues didn’t have to 
use their ration books for meals at work, so this dinner would 
have been a real treat!

• Is there anything missing from this menu that you’d have 
with your Christmas dinner?

• Can you think of special food eaten for other celebrations?
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Christmas advert, 1958

This advert shows a couple in a very modern kitchen for the 
time. The advert promotes M&S clothing as well as Christmas 
puddings and mince pies. Aprons were a bestseller in the 
1950s, M&S even produced matching child-size aprons! The 
Christmas pudding would have cost 2s 6d, the mince pies 
were 1s 2d for four, and the cotton apron was 5s.

• Do you like Christmas pudding? 

• Have you ever made your own Christmas pudding?
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Christmas hairstyle, 1964

This photograph appeared in the staff magazine ‘Sparks’, which 
included stories, photographs, jokes, recipes and puzzles. In the 
1950s and 1960s hairdressers visited branches of M&S so 
anyone who worked in the store could have a haircut. The store 
hairdresser at M&S in Coventry created this festive masterpiece 
including a wreath of mistletoe and lots of hairspray!

• Have you ever had a memorable haircut? 

• Do you think the model would have worn this hairstyle to go 
shopping?
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Christmas food, 1970

This display includes festive favourites like Brussels sprouts, 
Christmas cake, mince pies, sausage rolls and cheese. The range 
of food sold at M&S grew in the 1970s. In 1971 we trialled frozen 
foods, from carrots to cod steaks and in 1973 we launched 
convenience foods including boil-in-the-bag ravioli and frozen 
Indian meals.

• What is your favourite Christmas food? Do you like sprouts? 

• Can you think of any Christmas foods not included in this 
picture?
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Christmas party clothes, 1977

This advert shows a couple standing on the stairs at a Christmas 
party, as Father Christmas creeps up the stairs behind them! 
She wears a brightly coloured kaftan dress and he wears a 
velvet jacket and smart bowtie. The dress would have cost 
£8.99, the velvet jacket would have cost £32.50.

• Do you have a favourite party outfit? 

• Will you be going to a Christmas party this year?
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Party clothes – then and now

The photo on the left shows party outfits sold at M&S in 1979. 
The man’s velvet jacket cost £39.95 and was also available in 
navy, brown and black. The image on the right shows a similar 
velvet tuxedo jacket, worn with a bow tie and shirt with black 
buttons. This outfit was launched for Christmas 2024, and the 
jacket cost £99.

• Do you think a bow tie or a striped tie is best for a party?
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Party clothes – then and now

The top photo shows a party outfit from 1981 – the model 
wears a velvet skirt with a tartan waistband costing £35, and a 
white ruffled blouse. The photo on the right shows party 
clothes available at M&S in 2024, including a white blouse 
covered in sequins and black velvet bows, which cost £45.

• Do you like to wear sparkly clothes? Or do you prefer 
something more simple? 



14

Have a Go…

On the next few pages you’ll find festive and 
wintery prints from the M&S Archive. Print them 
out and have a go at some of the activities below:

• Use the prints to create a collage Christmas 
card. Cut out details and create your own 
scene to send to friends or family.

• Choose your favourite, print it out and 
laminate it to create your own Christmas 
placemat.

• Find some card (a cereal packet would be 
perfect), cut out bauble shapes. Decorate both 
sides with the Christmas prints and attach a 
ribbon to the top to create your own tree 
decoration.

• Fold the page in half, and in half again. Cut out 
shapes with scissors from the edges and 
middle. Open the paper out to make a 
snowflake decoration.

• Can you think of any other crafts using the 
prints?



Have a Go… Christmas prints
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advent 
angel 
cards 
celebrate 
chestnuts 
decorations 

family 
kindness 
mistletoe 
mittens 
nativity 
presents 

reindeer 
robin 
snowman 
tree 
turkey 

Have a Go… Wordsearch
 

Find as many of the Christmas words below as you can. 
Don’t forget, the words might go diagonally, or 

even backwards!
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Have a Go… Quiz

Find the answers to these Christmas themed 
questions on the next page

1. Which country donates the Christmas tree in 
Trafalgar Square?

2. Who banned Christmas carols after the English 
civil war in 1647?

3. What colour are mistletoe berries?

4. Can you name all eight of Father Christmas’ 
reindeers?

5. What is the name of Ebenezer Scrooge’s partner 
in Dickens’ A Christmas Carol?

6. Who recorded Blue Christmas in 1964?

7. In the carol ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’, how 
many gold rings are there?

8. And how many lords a-leaping?

9. What is traditionally hidden inside a Christmas 
pudding?

10. What’s the name for sausages wrapped in 
bacon, traditionally eaten on Christmas day?

11. Which plant, beginning with P is associated with 
Christmas?
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Have a Go… Quiz

Answers

1. Norway - the city of Oslo has donated 
the tree every year since 1947

2. Oliver Cromwell

3. White

4. Blitzen, Comet, Cupid, Dasher, Prancer, 
Vixen, Dancer, and Donner

5. Jacob Marley

6. Elvis Presley

7. Five

8. Ten

9. A silver sixpence

10. Pigs in blankets

11. Poinsettia
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Have a Go… Spot the difference

Print out this page and the next. Can you find 
seven differences between the pictures? 

The answers are on page 27 – no peeking!
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Have a Go… Spot the difference
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Have a Go… Spot the difference

Answers
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Have a Go… Colouring 
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Have a Go… Make a pomander

Try making this sweet 
smelling Christmas 
decoration to hang on 
the Christmas tree. 

You will need: 
- an orange per person 
- cloves
- cocktail stick
- ribbon
- four or five pins each
- optional ground cinnamon and sandwich bag 

• Push the cloves through the skin of the orange. You 
could make a pattern, or simply scatter them around 
the orange. If you find pushing the cloves in difficult, 
make a hole with a cocktail stick first. 

• Tie your ribbon around the orange and pin in place at 
the top and bottom of the orange. 

     • If using cinnamon, place a 
     teaspoon of the spice in a 
     plastic sandwich bag. Place the 

    orange in the bag and shake. 

     • Remove from the bag and 
     hang up to enjoy the festive 

    scent! 
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Your Marking Moments
We love to see what you’ve been up to - Share your photos 
to be featured in the next issue!

To appear in the next issue of Marking Moments, send your photographs to 
archive@marksandspencer.com, ensuring you’ve completed a photo release 
form for each person in the photographs – see last page. 

The group at Horsell Lodge 
used this Christmas edition 
to inspire a Christmas party 
– complete with mulled 
wine and mince pies! 

mailto:archive@marksandspencer.com
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Your Marking Moments
We love to see what you’ve been up to - Share your photos 
to be featured in the next issue!

To appear in the next issue of Marking Moments, send your photographs to 
archive@marksandspencer.com, ensuring you’ve completed a photo release 
form for each person in the photographs – see next page. 

The group at Horsell Lodge 
made fat balls for the birds, 
then took them out into the 
garden, what a great idea!

mailto:archive@marksandspencer.com
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To appear in the next issue of Marking Moments, send your 
photographs to archive@marksandspencer.com, ensuring you’ve 
completed the form below for each person in the photographs

mailto:archive@marksandspencer.com
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